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1, ,lh 1s now known thub 1t was on the requcst of the French Governent, and Lo
: espeelially ‘administrator Cous seaw, that Bao Dal decided to retire Kguyen Vaa
Tzm. Bao Dal’@id’ it all the more willingly because the finnol nationslists were
pushing him $o place himself at the head of n government of nationtl union and )
Txr's veputation as a Francophile was an obstucle to = puiley of Indenecnéonce In
ccord with the resolutions of the nationnl Junsruse of inut LCbobel. )
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3 In the face or exorblitant demands on the purd . of thuss whe vere to receive portfollo:,
@nd the other demands of those who wished prolininsry encugencnts with regard to

the reform of the regime, Buu Loc had to convunt nilulell with soetting up o

sovernment of technlelons, balanced beSween Jorsh g outh, aca it Lo zeound

this that he 1s attempting to achleve = natlonl uwiion unrcalliable through

perszonallitles., :

4, But the problen of wunueis Lie velomis 1o iu; un Lo s loeaty p:oancing the rise of
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The Vietnzmese press returnc periodically to the ldea of a national zssembly, legls-
lutive in the beginning, perhaps constitutional later,

while Buu Louc was meditating his project in the silence of Dalat, a new clandestine
national congress was zlready meeting at salgon under the azegls of the Movement of
Union and¢ Peace. This movement 13 the same that called a special congress last sep
to issuc =n appeal to the people denouncing the agreement with France and demanding
the reform of the regime.

‘‘he mOVumént includes (in North, Center and South) various types of personalitles,
opportunists, the discontented of all political colorings, and its msin support 1is
from the Caodalsts under General liguyen Tharh Fhuong.

Buo Ual forbade the official meeting of the congress, but 1t was held all the same.

1t was first of all in opposition to Buu Loc, not opposing Bao Dai, but presenting its
suggestions to him in the form of an ultimatum. fThat is, the 1dea of & national
assembly in control of the government hags solid backing.

mverythlng now depgnds—op.boqpéﬂgn}pc cun get out of his aifficulties, for Bao Del
does not oppose in principle ‘eYections which could bring into power a pro-Vietminh
outfit. Buu Loc intends to announce an ascembly during the yeaur, but such a project

accedves no one at vresent,

The only point of his program which can bring him, il not popular support, at least
popular sympathy, i1s the struggle against corruption undertaken in cooperaticon with
iuc Khe, the Champion of austerity. Never has corruptlon so visibly invaded every
level of society. . Licenses for the exportation of rice are readlly financed; pass-
ports 1ssued to_men of military age. it Hanoi, American ald 1s used for the profit
of Nguyen Huu Tri and his head of cabinet Vu Quy 'lao, partly for themselves and
partly for the chest of the Dai Viet; there was a2» $80,000 profit on the single item
of buillding the model village of Dong Quan. The Dai Viet has a whole regime of
corruption in cooperation with the police and any kind of favor can be purchased.

vihe peuple in general ace not lgnorant of the fact that they are paying the bills
for =ll this. Indif'ferent though they have always been, they are beginning to be
curiseious of whet is goling on. Tum was aware of the necessity of glving some
cutisfaction to democratic asplrations still indefinite and confused.

‘here has been no change with regard to the Vietminh peace proposals. Are they
propzganda or not? Lacking concrete proposals, the present impression given by rebel
qcetivities 18 that Ho Chi linh wWould gladly accept zn invitation to talk if the
¥rench would take the Cirst step. The project of negotiations has been discussed by
the Vietminh chiefs, '‘he possibility of the UJ forming = s0lid bastion in Thalland-
as well as in Indochina Ly meuns of aid to the troubled countries has produced &
reversal aof views in the fslatic Cominform. In fact, the Communists cannot lgnore
the efforts of MasG to provide Bangkok wilth solid milltary forces. Again, 1t does
not secin that Vietminh can really cunquer Indochlnz witnout the direct interventlon

of China.. <11 these factors militate in favor of a softening of the Vietminh attituace

toward peace; and French officinl circles say that Ho Chi HMinh intends to send a
misslian o Hew belhi to make contact with the Fvcnch. o
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